
 

 

PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Cambridge, UK – March 17, 2015 
 

GRANTA DESIGN ANNOUNCES NEW SOLUTION FOR QUALIFICATION OF COMPOSITES 

Industry collaboration central to development of new tools and customized client service  

Granta Design today announced a new software solution and service that supports a rigorous, auditable 

composite qualification process, particularly where data traceability is important for regulatory and other 

purposes. New software tools for capturing, processing, and reporting on composite data have been added to 

the existing GRANTA MI:Composites software package. These were first demonstrated at last week’s JEC 

Europe Show. A new Granta service helps companies configure and deploy this technology to support their 

qualification workflows, e.g., for test requests, test matrix generation, capture of composites data, analysis, 

and management reporting.  

The GRANTA MI:Composites software package was developed with input from leading aerospace companies, 

based on the industry-leading GRANTA MI™ materials information management platform. It enables 

engineering enterprises to manage all of the valuable, but complex, data associated with composite materials: 

their layup, cure cycle, directional properties, and the properties and history of their constituent parts. New 

qualification tools have been added to the package to help with key tasks in the composite qualification 

process—such as defining a test program, or importing data from test machines to a central database. These 

tools are available via a new service for Granta clients.  

This new Composites Qualification Service configures a GRANTA MI:Composites software package for a 

user organization’s specific needs. For example, Granta experts will quickly set up data import tools so that 

they automatically process data from a specific test machine. By taking advantage of this new service, OEMs 

build a system that makes it faster and easier to define test programs and to capture, analyze, and use their 

results. They ensure a systematic, documented process, from test request to design allowable. They reduce 

errors and delays and protect vital corporate intellectual property. A key point is that all of the data generated 

during qualification, and its vital inter-relationships, are captured, enabling full traceability, and future re-use. 

This solution will be demonstrated at a web seminar on March 25 (details at www.grantadesign.com/events/).  

“Our composites qualification software and service started as a customer-driven project to manage 

composites qualification workflows,” commented Dan Williams, Product Manager at Granta Design. “These 

materials pose significant data management challenges, making it essential to use a systematic approach and 

the right, specialist tools. Our ongoing work with composites-focused industries has provided invaluable insight 

into these challenges, and has helped us develop practical solutions that save time, protect valuable IP, and 

provide a robust basis for qualifying composite systems.” 

A collaborative approach is central to this ongoing development. The Materials Data Management Consortium 

(MDMC) provides guidance through its dedicated Composites Project Group. MDMC members include Airbus 

Helicopters, Boeing, NASA, and Rolls-Royce. Granta recently extended its partnership with the National 

Center for Advanced Materials Performance (NCAMP), making one of the world’s most comprehensive 

resources of composite design and test data available to Granta users. This enables comparison and analysis 

alongside in-house data, and thus faster, more reliable qualification of composite systems. And Granta’s new 
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Automotive Material Intelligence Consortium (members include General Motors, Jaguar Land Rover, and 

PSA Peugeot Citroen) is also taking an interest in managing data for composites, alongside other materials. 
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Photo 2: Comparing composite test results in the 

GRANTA MI web browser user interface. 

 

Photo 3: Composite qualification software tools: set 

up tests, report on results, summarize design data. 

 

ABOUT GRANTA DESIGN LTD 

Granta are the materials information technology experts.  The company develops market leading software for 

managing materials and process information in engineering enterprises, and a series of tools for applying that 

data to key materials and product design decisions.  Granta serves sectors as diverse as aerospace, defense, 

energy, medical devices, automotive, motorsports, manufacture of consumer and industrial equipment, 

materials production, and publishing. Customers realize multi-million dollar benefits in reduced cost, enhanced 

product performance, improved quality, and faster design turnaround.  

Granta was founded in 1994 as a spinout from the University of Cambridge and the work of Professors Mike 

Ashby and David Cebon.  For further information go on line to www.grantadesign.com.  

Follow @GrantaDesign on Twitter. 
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 About GRANTA MI:Composites: www.grantadesign.com/products/mi/composites.htm  
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